Abstract: The paper outlines the creative achievements of nine Polish scholars and political activists living in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. They were the precursors of the idea of the political unifi cation of Europe. They argued, in their various works, that it was necessary to establish the unity and brotherhood of the nations of Europe. They postulated the liquidation of political boundaries and the establishment of a community of free states on the European continent.
INTRODUCTION
Polish scholars and political activists in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries created the visions of and the designs for the political unifi cation of Europe. Their achievements in this domain are signifi cant, interesting and innovative. The Polish concepts within the domain that this article discusses, emerged in a particular European context. They are virtually unknown in Polish society.
1 They are rarely mentioned in geographical, historical and politological studies. Likewise, there is very little discussion of these fi gures in international forums. The reasons for this state of affairs are quite complex. Our knowledge of the content of the archives is incomplete. The academic and political research of numerous scholars and activists has not become the subject of analyses and assessments. Despite these distinct gaps, 1 One of the few Polish researchers, who has recently dealt with these problems, is A. Marszałek (1996 Marszałek ( , 2000 Marszałek ( , 2005 . In his books, he placed the Polish and the foreign work in an historical perspective. His publications contain an ample bibliography. A similar systematic character is displayed also only by the most recent survey publication by A. Borzym and J. Sadowski (2007 ), S. Michałowski (1999 /2000 and W. Wierzbicki (2009) .
the knowledge that we do have indicates the high quality of Polish thinking when it came to the idea of the unifi cation of European countries and nations. This subject was taken up by Polish scholars, who between them represented a broad range of knowledge and possessed outstanding intellectual qualities. Among the most important in terms of their concepts and visions were:
STANISŁAW LUBIENIECKI
The very fi rst consistent geographical programme drawn up by a Pole, which advanced the notion of the unifi cation of a large part of Europe, is believed to be contained in a memorandum written by Stanisław Lubieniecki (1623 Lubieniecki ( -1672 2 . This memorandum 2 Stanisław Lubieniecki was active in science and politics. He was the leader of the Arian religious emigration, having left Poland in the era of the counterreformation. At the same time, he was an outstanding astronomer and the author of numerous books, as well as religious and political essays. Selected writings of Lubieniecki were published by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in the original Latin language, as the facsimiles of the original publications (S. Lubieniecki, 1971) . There are sources which maintain that the great Ger-was addressed in 1671 to Louis XIV, the then king of France. In this memorandum Lubieniecki proposed the establishment of a great European empire, stretching from Italy to Poland, under the supremacy of France. Louis XIV, being the legitimate successor of Charles the Great, would assume the leadership of this Empire, becoming the Roman Emperor. The memorandum listed twenty arguments, justifying the proposal for European unity. 3 In the fi nal remarks of the memorandum the author expressed his certainty that such a concept would conform to God's will, and that one should follow it, in accordance with the principle of ducunt volentem fata, nolentem trahunt [the fates lead the willing and drag the unwilling].
KING STANISŁAW LESZCZYŃSKI
The Polish king, Stanisław Leszczyński (1677-1766), was a visionary who consistently put forward the idea of the political unity of the European nations and states. Given that he occupied the Polish throne on two occasions, he is quite well known, and his political activities, along with his creative achievements, have been the subject of numerous analyses and evaluations 4 . After he defi nitively lost the Polish throne, he emigrated and settled in France. There, owing to the support from his father-in-law, King Louis XV of France, he went on to rule the duchy of Lorraine and Bar. While serving as the prince, he started to write. In particular, he wrote a work entitled "Memorandum on the safeguarding of the universal peace", in which he presented the design for the estabman philosopher Wilhelm Leibnitz (1646-1716) was descended from the Polish family of Lubieniecki. 3 These arguments were commented upon in a book devoted to the life and work of Lubieniecki, written by an outstanding Polish historian, J. Tazbir (1961 Tazbir ( , 2003 . 4 Among the most important monographs devoted to Stanisław Leszczyński, one should cite those by J. Feldman (1948) and J. Lechicki (1951 
KAJETAN JÓZEF SKRZETUSKI
Another, later Polish scholar who wrote a lot on the subject of a freely established alliance of all European countries was K. J. Skrzetuski (1743 Skrzetuski ( -1806 6 . He was inspired by the work of the outstanding French philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau. He translated some of Rousseau's writings into Polish. Coming under the infl uence of the French 5 The author, who presented to the readers the concept of the unity of the European countries, developed by King Stanisław Leszczyński, was J. Życki (1932) . This concept was thereafter recalled in the scientifi c reports and in journal papers. 6 The works of K. J. Skrzetuski were written during a very notable historical period. This was, namely, the time of the fi rst partition of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The works of Skrzetuski were mainly published in the years 1773-1775; that is, soon after the partition. This, beyond doubt, had an important infl uence on the ideological message from the author. He thought that only a new European order could have saved the Commonwealth. The publications of K. J. Skrzetuski, written long ago, have not been published again since. For this reason, information on the work and achievements of this interesting political writer originate from various sources and are quite fragmentary. The most informative is the report by W. Bokajło (1998, pp. 191-193) .
Enlightenment, he presented the vision of a unifi ed Europe. He assumed that only the establishment of political unity would ensure peace and put an end to fratricidal wars. He proposed the establishment of a league of states and the creation of a Congress (General Diet), in which the representatives of all the European countries would have guaranteed full participation. Congress would play the supreme role, endowed with the task of arbitrating between particular European countries. The basis for the European order would be constituted by the status quo. Political boundaries would be stable. The verdicts of the General Diet would be fi nal. In a case of non-subordination to its decision, the European community would have the right to intervene militarily. One can note that the contemporary Security Council of the UN functions on the basis of similar principles. According to the author of this design, such a confederation would be able to ensure the peace and security of every country, including Poland, who should initiate the activities whose objective would be the establishment of a league of European nations. Stanisław Staszic (1755 -1826 presented the original vision of European unity 7 . This great philosopher, naturalist and political activist was a promoter of the idea of the rights of nations and also of the personal freedom of every human being. He thought that Poland's loss of sovereignty was a great catastrophe for all Polish citizens. He was aware of the fact that attempts to regain independence by waging war on the partitioning pow- 7 The works of Stanisław Staszic have been published several times over and are commonly known (Staszic, 1954 (Staszic, , 1959 . Against the background of the great scholarly achievements of this scientist, his thoughts on politics, and especially geo-politics, have usually been considered less interesting and have not been subject to a deeper interpretation. It was only W. Feldman (1913) , who emphasized the role of Stanisław Staszic in the development of Polish political thought. ers would be doomed to failure. He therefore sought some other way that could lead to a complete change to the existing political constellations. This could take place through a global reorganization of the system of international relations and the establishment of a grand federation, which would be an association of numerous European regions and countries.
STANISŁAW STASZIC
Staszic believed that the future of the continent belonged to the Slavonic nations. Only these nations were capable of forming a new civilization, and their overwhelming political force might bring about European unity. This necessitated the joining of the efforts of the Russians and the Poles. Were the two opposing Slavonic nations to work together, the possibility would exist of uniting a large part of Europe. The formation of such a great country would infl uence the remaining, fragmented parts of Europe. Ultimately, an era of Slavonic civilization would arise, which would ultimately lead to a new, fi nal unifi cation of Europe on the basis of new cultural values. Despite their clearly utopian overtures, the designs of Staszic should not be entirely dismissed. His goals were the unifi cation of Polish territory, and the liquidation of the partitioning frontiers. These would be guaranteed by the future Slavonic empire. European unity, initiated in the East, and then gradually encompassing the countries of Western Europe, was meant to ensure the improvement of the situation of smaller countries and nations. 
JÓZEF HOENE-WROŃSKI

WOJCIECH BOGUMIŁ JASTRZĘBOWSKI
The concept consistently put forward by the little known naturalist and philosopher Wojciech Bogumił Jastrzębowski 10 constitutes an exceptionally interest-9 It can be seen from the considerations contained here that both Staszic and Hoene-Wroński were followers of the pro-Russian and pan-Slavic ideology. They thought that only under the leadership of a powerful Russia would there exist the possibility of establishing a great European federation in which Poland would be one of the essential elements of the community. This was supposed to change completely the image of Poland, Europe and the world.
10 During many decades the design for the establishment and functioning of the European community, authored by W. B. Jastrzębowski, remained forgotten and was not referred to in the literature of the subject. Supposedly, the fi rst fi gure to recall this interesting concept was J. Iwaszkiewicz (1937) . This concept, because of its value and novelty, also attracted the attention of an English historian living in Toronto, P. Brock (1967) . In recent years, in the new political conditions, the work of W. B. Jastrzębowski has come to be considered as being increasingly important and became the object of deeper analyses. In this context, one can mention, for instance, the publiing work, whose value in terms of subject matter has been increasingly appreciated over time. This particular design is particularly important because of its exceptional value both in terms of the interesting nature of its content and its original form. Nowadays, W. B. Jastrzębowski is treated as a great visionary, who, owing to his anticipatory projection, deserves the title of patron of the modern European Union. He launched a dramatic appeal, calling for the political unity of the nations of Europe. His memorandum, published in 1831, entitled "Treaty on the eternal alliance between the civilized nations" was an exceptional work, both in view of the originality of thought and the manner in which it defended its arguments.
Jastrzębowski chose for his concept the form of a constitutional document, composed of 75 articles. Taken together, they form an outline for the functioning of a great federation, encompassing all the nations of Europe. The subject of law, namely, in the future, would be constituted by the nations, and not the countries or states.
The proposed constitution was meant to secure eternal peace in Europe. The goal of securing peace would remain within the competence of the European Congress. Membership of the community would be a moral obligation and would constitute evidence of the level of civilization of each of the European nations. Those nations who declined to adhere to the Congress would be treated as "barbarian" nations. At the same time, Jastrzębowski did not consider Europe as a continent limited by geographical boundaries.
The highest law-making, executive and judiciary power would be wielded by the established Congress of Europe. It would, simultaneously, play the role of an authority that could be appealed to by the national administrations, preserving the sovereignty of the latter. As far as law-making competence is concerned, national laws would remain the cations of B. Kubicka-Czekaj (1994) and B. Dymek (2003) . In both these reports the complete text of the so-called Constitution for Europe, authored by Jastrzębowski, is cited. exclusive domain of the national level, while European laws would be enacted by the Congress and would apply to all the European nations.
In the fi nal part of the memorandum, the author sketches his visions of the future, which would be devoid of war and confl icts. According to him, the adoption and acceptance of the proposed Constitution and the establishment of the Europe of Nations would be the beginning of an era of "eternal alliance in Europe". Thus, it can be concluded beyond doubt that Jastrzębowski was the precursor of the contemporary European Union. His enlightened and far-reaching ideals were eventually implemented many decades later. Many of his original formulations, even though worded differently, but with identical content, can be found in the fundamental documents signed by the member countries of the European Union. Jastrzębowski was an advocate of the modern variety of unifi cation, trying to free the inhabitants of Europe of particular confl icts and potential threats. He postulated the establishment of a common and unifi ed legal space. He articulated federalist ideas. Pacifi sm, liberalism and humanism were close to him. Yet, he transgressed the rationality of the then passing epoch of the Enlightenment with his clear romanticism, which was pervaded with idealism.
PRINCE ADAM JERZY CZARTORYSKI
Prince Adam Jerzy Czartoryski (1770 Czartoryski ( -1861 11 played an important role in the development of Polish political thought. This outstanding activist and thinker, spiritual representative of the then non-existent Poland, wrote a lot on the subject of the future of Europe. He developed a consistent idea, postulating the unifi cation of all the Euro-11 Many publications, authored by A. J. Czartoryski, appeared during his life. They were also reedited and published after his death. Quite recently, for instance, a book was published, containing the excerpts from the main political works, written by this great Polish thinker and politician (A. J. Czartoryski, 1992).
pean nations in one all-embracing community 12 . Being aware of the cultural diversity of the European nations, he proposed -in a similar vein to W. B. Jastrzębowski -the establishment of the so-called "Europe of Nations", in which every nation would fi nd a secure and appropriate place 13 . The very fi rst concept of the new European order was elaborated by Prince Czartoryski in 1803 and was presented to the Emperor Alexander I of Russia. In this concept, Czartoryski proposed that Russia, while engaged militarily against the policies of Bonaparte, consistently aimed at the formation of four federations as the basis for the political unity of Europe:
The French federation (France, together 1)
with Belgium and Spain) The Federation of the Slavonic peoples 2)
The Germanic federation, with the Neth-3) erlands and Switzerland, but without Prussia and Austria The Federation of the Italian countries.
4)
The views of Czartoryski on the European question are also contained in the political treaty, published in 1826, entitled "Essai sur la diplomatie" (Essay on diplomacy). He criticized the treaty as refl ecting traditional diplomacy and the decisions taken at the Congress of Vienna in 1815. He maintained, then, that the collaboration of the three partitioning powers (the so-called alliance of the three black eagles, Russia, Prussia and Austria) constituted a danger not only for Poland, but also for Europe. That is why it was necessary to change deeply the principles of international politics and law. The foundations thereof ought to be constituted by the right of the European nations to freedom and 12 There is an abundance of literature devoted to the political and creative activity of A. J. Czartoryski. One should mention, fi rst and foremost, the publications of M. Handelsman (1948-49) , and the more recent ones of J. Skowronek (1994) , M. K. Dziewanowski (1998) and M. Kukiel (1993 Kukiel ( , 2008 . 13 An in-depth interpretation of the work of A. J. Czartoryski was presented by A. Nowak (1998) . He focused his attention especially on the design of the so-called Europe of Nations.
independence. This would be guaranteed by a "League of Nations", a body that would ensure peace and international cooperation. In order to achieve this goal, the collaboration of England with France would be necessary, with additional support from Russia. This kind of a political setting would form the core of the united Europe.
The Spring of Nations presented new possibilities for political activity. Prince Czartoryski developed in this period the visions of a supra-national community stretching from the Balkans to France, such a community being capable of changing the political status of Poland. A revival of the activity of Prince Czartoryski took place during the period of the Crimean War. He hoped that Russia would be weakened as a result of the war and, therefore, for the establishment of a new European order. Despite the fact that the consecutive designs failed, and the reality did not develop according to the expected scenarios, the Prince continued to be active in the political domain. As a consequence of the political changes, his visions would undergo far reaching modifi cations. Yet he was constantly faithful to the great idea of the rights of nations of Europe to the sovereign existence in the framework of states. At the same time he articulated the necessity of establishing the federative settings, based on the models of freedoms, developed over centuries in Western Europe.
ZYGMUNT EDWIN GORDASZEWSKI
We owe this little known design of creating a federation of free European countries to the political writer, associated with the Polish Great Emigration, following the November Uprising of 1830 -31, to Zygmunt Edwin Gordaszewski (1806 -1862 . In a pamphlet, written in 1848 in French at Fontainebleau, and published in the same year in Paris, he presented the legal prerequisites for the functioning of a political community that encompassed all European countries 14 . In the
STEFAN BUSZCZYŃSKI
Stefan Buszczyński (1821 Buszczyński ( -1892 was the author of a grand work, entitled "Upadek Europy" ("The decline of Europe") 15 . He presented in this book the tragic image of European reality in the middle of the nineteenth century. The sole solution in the context of the approaching social catastrophe was to carry out radical reform of the existing political system. He presented a design for such changes in a dissertation published in Leipzig in 1875. According to this document, every nation ought to form an independent political whole, the so-called "ethnopolis". These entities, and not states, should become a persistent foundation for the future united Europe. For purposes of safety and defence the ethnopolises ought to join together, forming political alliances (coenopolises). The latter would be headed by the Coenopolic councils, composed of the delegates of all the participating ethnopolises. The duty of the council would be to elaborate the system of principles that regulated mutual relations between the confederated ethnopolises.
Such a design ought to secure for Europe "universal peace" and political equilibrium, based on the "natural" system of national alliances. As has been mentioned, for the purposes of strengthening their safety, those na-"Fédération générale des états libres" ("General federation of free states"), was translated from French and published in the selection of texts, edited by P. O. Loew (Polskie.., 2004, pp. 70-75) . As a result, this document, forgotten by scholars, was again brought to light.tions that were similar to each other in terms of origins and culture ought to form between them the coenopolic alliances. The author then enumerated ten such possible alliances in Europe 16 : German coenopolis 1.
British coenopolis 2.
Scandinavian coenopolis 3.
Italian-Iberian coenopolis 4.
French coenopolis 5.
Czech-Serb coenopolis 6.
Polish coenopolis, encompassing the ter-7.
ritory of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth from before the fi rst partition; that is, from before 1772, as well as Silesia, it having belonged to the medieval Kingdom of Poland Muscovite coenopolis 8.
Hungarian-Romanian coenopolis, and 9.
Greek-Turkish coenopolis. 10. The coenopolises listed above, which were referred to as the "principal coenopolises", should, in turn, associate themselves -according to a "racial-cultural" criterion -into the confederations of a higher order, described by the author as the "tribal coenopolises", namely:
The German coenopolis, together with 1.
the British and the Scandinavian ones, should form a tribal Germanic coenopolis. In order to preserve the political equilibrium inside this tribal coenopolis, Buszczyński proposed that the British and Scandinavian coenopolises establish a British-Scandinavian alliance, as an effective counterweight to the German coenopolis. The Italian-Iberian and French coenopo-2.
lises ought, in turn, join to form the tribal Romance coenopolis. The association of the Serb-Czech coe-3.
nopolis with that of the Polish would give rise to the Slavonic tribal coenopolis. The fourth tribal coenopolis could be 4. 16 The design by S. Buszczyński is presented in two contemporary publications (K. K. Daszyk, 2001; T. Marczak, 2004) . In the fi rst of them the life and creative work of S. Buszczyński are presented in an interesting manner.
constituted by the Muscovite coenopolis, which, in terms of the "racial-cultural" criterion, could be referred to as the Turanian coenopolis. Finally, an amalgamation of the Hungari-5.
an-Romanian coenopolis with the GreekTurkish one could give rise to the racially mixed Eastern coenopolis.
As a result of this, in the subsequent phase, three similar, in terms of population numbers and the associations of nations (the tribal Germanic coenopolis, the tribal Romance coenopolis, and the Slavonic-Turanian alliance), would emerge in Europe. Such a political setting of forces would guarantee for the inhabitants of Europe the long awaited, persistent "universal peace".
Buszczyński considered Europe as a common home for all the Europeans (Germanic, Romance and Slavonic peoples). Notably, however, in his design he consistently denied the right of Russia to call itself Slavonic. In his opinion the dominating ethnic elements among the Russians were the Finn and Mongol elements, with the Slavonic element being clearly subservient to the other two. 17 Buszczyński proposed an appropriate organization for the system of authority in the ethnopolises and in the coenopolises.
The prospect of decline, which Europe faced, could be averted only through the adoption as the foundation the universal freedom, based on universal education. Then, the sole means of realizing this task would be to unite all the European nations.
One would think that nowadays, when Buszczyński's dreams have, to a large extent, become a reality, this outstanding Polish scholar of the nineteenth century ought to be recalled and considered as being one of the conceptual precursors of the establishment of the contemporary European Union. 17 S. Buszczyński was the follower of the known theory of Franciszek Duchiński (1859 Duchiński ( , 1861 , who did not consider Russia to be a Slavonic country. He treated the Muscovites (Russians) as a MongolTartar-Finn people.
FINAL REMARKS
This article has outlined the ideas of nine Polish political thinkers and activists, living in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and demonstrates that Polish achievements, when it came to the creation of concepts for the political unifi cation of Europe, are characterized by exceptional diversity. This concerns as much the substance of the concepts put forward as the forms in which they were presented. Despite the passing of time an important part of the ideas of these Polish political thinkers has not lost its intellectual value (like, for instance, the concepts of Jastrzębowski or Buszczyński). They might still constitute an inspiration for the activists working for the deeper integration of Poland with the European Union.
